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arms were also introduced. This latter fact is all the
more remarkable and interesting seeing that, 120 years
before, artillery and hand guns had not emerged from
their very elementary condition in Europe, and indeed
were only beginning to be generally used in war about
the middle of the fifteenth century. The official
capital was in this reign moved to Garhgaon not far
from Sibsagor, and about 1552 the big tank there was
excavated by the Ahom king, Sukhlemning, who also
was the first to strike coins, and who also built the
raised roadway called the Naga Alii, running from
the Baralli to the Naga hills. The year 1546, as we
have seen before, found the Ahoms at war with Nar
Narain, the most powerful monarch in this part of
India, and the Kocch arms at first very successful ;
but later, the Ahoms getting the upper hand, the
war subsided owing to the exhaustion of both forces.
Before the sixteenth century was out the Ahoms had to
deal with an invasion by the Kocch king, Nar Narain,
who successfully captured the strong Ahom positions
at Boka, Salagarh, and Handia, chiefly by means of
a strong fleet on the river. The occupation of their
capital Garhgaon by Nar Narain, caused the Ahoms
to cede Narainpur on the north bank to the Kocches,
who closed the war and hurried back to repel a Moghul
invasion in which, being unsuccessful, Nar Narain re-
leased all the Ahom hostages, hoping thereby to gain
their friendship and alliance. This, however, did not
come off, as the Ahoms were too busy in dealing not only
with the Chutiya people, who were once more in revolt,
but also with the Nara Raja of Mayankwan, beyond
the Patkoi range. The seventeenth century opened
for this nation in further trouble with the Kacharis,